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CONEIDENTIAL COTONOU 0222 

ABIDJAN ALSO PASS DATT 

EO 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PEOR, MPOL, AO, DM 

SUBJ: BENIN'S EXPEDITIONARY EORCE FOR ANGOLA TO REMAIN HOME 
UNTIL MPLA CALLS EOR IT 

REF A - COTONOU 194, B - COTONOU 155, 

1 . INTERVIEWED UPON HIS RETURN EEB 6 EROM ONE- WEEK VISIT TO 
LUANDA EOR PRO-MPLA SOLIDARITY CONFERENCE, BENIN'S MIN OE 
INTERIOR AND NATIONAL ORIENT ATON, LT MARTIN AZONHIHO (COMMUNIST) 
SAID AUGUSTINO NETO THANKED BENIN FOR ITS OFFER OE 
"VOLUNTEERS." HOWEVER, NETO DID NOT BELIEVE THAT, IN VIEW OE 

THE EXCELLENT MILITARY SITUATION IN ANGOLA, THE BENINESE EORCE 
WAS NEEDED NOW. HE ASKED THAT IT BE KEPT IN READINESS IN 
THE UNEXPECTED EVENT IT WAS NEEDED IN EUTURE. 

2. AZONHIHO'S REMARKS WERE ECHOED NEXT DAY BY PRES KEREKOU 
IN SPEECH AT PARAKOU. PRESIDENT ADDED THAT VOLUNTEERS EOR 
ANGOLA WOULD RECEIVE MILITARY TRAINING ANYWAY. 
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3. COMMENT: AS WE SUSPECTED EROM THE BEGINNING (SEE REF A), 

THE IDEA OE A EORCE MAY HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED IN BENIN EOR 
LOCAL PARTY PROPAGANDA PURPOSESHDND TO ASSIT SOVIET/MPLA 
PRESSURES IN ANTI-MPLA AERICAN COUNTRIES, WITH NETO NOW PLAYING 
HIS PART IN THE GAME, ALTERNATIVELY, NETO'S SOVIET ADVISORS 

MAY HAVE CAUSED HIM TO TURN DOWN THE OEEER ON BASIS SOVIETS 
EELT EXPENSE AND POSSIBLE ADVERSE CONSEQUENCES OF ARMING AND 
TRANSPORTING TO ANGOLA BUNCH OF RAG-TAG STREET BUMS 
OUTWEIGHED THE ADVANTAGES. THERE IS ALSO THE THESIS, ES- 
POUSED BY THE GHANAIAN CHARGE, THAT THE REAL PURPOSE OE BENIN'S 
CALL EOR VOLUNTEERS EOR ANGOLA WAS TO BUILD UP BENINESE ARMY'S 
STRENGTH IN THE EVENT OF HOSTILITIES WITH TOGO. 

4. ALTHOUGH BENIN GOVT HAS STAGED RECRUITMENT RALLIES ALL OVER 
THE COUNTRY AND HAS SUPPORTED ITS RECRUITMENT EEEORT WITH 

ITS PROPAGANDA MACHINE, POPULAR REACTION REPORTEDLY REMAINS 
DIVIDED. APPARENTLY MANY CANNOT GRASP WHAT BENIN'S NATIONAL 
INTERESTS ARE AT STAKE IN ANGOLA. END COMMENT. 
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